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Excision (cutting away 
of a skin disorder)

Mohs 
Clinics.
Your care in 
the hands of 
our experts.

Mohs Clinics. Skin cancer specialists.



This information leaflet explains 
how the operation goes, what the 
results are that can be expected 
and what the possible risks are and 
some rules to be observed for the 
period after the operation.

What it is

Skin disorders can be removed in several 
ways. One of the most applied forms is 
excision. With this the part of the skin with 
the disorder is cut away and sutured.

How does the operation go

The operation (excision) takes place in the 
treatment room.

You will take place in a comfortable 
operation chair. If you will be treated on a 
part of the face, please refrain from using 
make up. 

We will indicate the right spot with you. 
After the skin is disinfected, you will receive 
a local anaesthetic . This may feel a 
little uncomfortable . The dermatologist 
will cut away a piece of skin. It may be 
possible some little blood vessels will be 
cauterized. After the procedure, sutures 
will be applied. This can be done by 
simply bringing the edges of the wound 
together. If this is not possible, skin from 
another place will be used; this can be 
done by carefully moving the skin or 

Excision (cutting away 
of a skin disorder)

by transplanting it from another place. 
Sometimes the defect will not closed and 
we let it heal on its own.

Which one of the techniques will be 
chosen, will be discussed with you. The 
wound will be dressed afterwards. 

The result

After each operation a scar remains. 
What this will look like, depends on the 
place where the operation is done, your 
own ability of healing and the operation 
technique used. If you are not satisfied 
with the final result, please contact the 
dermatologist and he will find a fitting 
solution together with you.

The risks

The risk for a serious complication is 
minimal. If you are allergic to sedation 
fluid, you always have to let us know.

Bleeding

In case blood shows from underneath the 
bandage, continuously press the dressing 
firmly with your hand for 30 minutes. If the 
bleeding does not stop, continuously apply 
pressure for 30 minutes again. 

If it is still bleeding, contact us or your 
family doctor.

 

Infection

If the operated area starts to hurt after a 
few days, or if it is red or you develop a 
fever, please contact us.

Some rules to be observed after the 
operation

   Take it easy; do not lift heavy objects, 
   do not bend forward often, do not do 
   sports, avoid heavy sweating.
     
   If you are in pain, you can take 
   paracetamol. Don’t take aspirine or 
   acetylsalicyiclacid.

   Do not let the bandage get wet! This 
   increases the chance of infections.

   Keep the bandage dry for 2-3 days, 
   the bandage can be removed after 
   those days and you may rinse the 
   operated area with water.

   If you have had surgery on your face, 
   it is best to sleep with the head slightly 
   raised on the first night.

Finally

If you have any concerns after the 
treatment, please contact Mohs Clinics.
In case of an emergency, in the evening or 
in the weekend, you can contact us
via the emergency number provided.

Excision with kids and teenagers

The same rules for post surgery applies
to children and teenagers. For more
information about skin conditions at
children and teenagers please refer to the
website www.huidhuis.nl.

“You can hardly see any scartissue.”


